them busy, then they may not develop an adequate stake in conformity; they may not respect social values and rules, and delinquent behavior may result.
Control theory implies the need to strengthen each element of an individual's social bonds. Thus one should reattach young criminals to family, to teachers or employers, and to conventional friends; reinforce their commitment to conventional goals such as social attainment; and reward their involvement in conventional activities such as work, study, and socially accepted leisure and, at the same time, try to extinguish the salience of those that are illegal. These, in turn, should provide supports for the belief in the morality of law and inhibit criminal behavior. In contrast to social learning theory, control theory suggests intervening variables that a correctional program might attempt to influence, but does not suggest a way to accomplish behavior change. In this way, the two theoretical perspectives complement each other.
Many questions remain about control theory, e.g., the importance of social class, gender, and subculture, but its concern with the sources of social control have received considerable empirical support. Along with other theories therefore, its implications for rehabilitation merit careful scrutiny. Control theory also seems to have as its focus of convenience the behavior of juvenile offenders, although it is also applicable to adult criminals. It suggests the need to strengthen the attachment and commitment of youngsters to parents, school, and community, and for adult criminals it implies the need to strengthen ties to family, work, and community.
LABELING THEORY
The fifth body of sociological theory is labeling theory, which is based on the proposition that much of the troublesome crime problem is traceable to societal reactions to crime. Labeling as a concept related to crime was first formulated by Tannenbaum in 1938. He called the legal processing of young offenders the "dramatization of evil": "The process of making thether theories to suggest more comprehensive methods for reinforcing conventional behavior and for denigrating that which is criminal.
